Course Syllabus

AED Economics 597.01 (call number 00259-8)

and International Studies 597.01 (call number 12099-6)
“Problems and Policies in World Population, Food, and Environment”

Autumn 2006
Lectures
Monday and Wednesday, 2:30 to 4:18, Room 20, Page Hall

Instructor
Professor Douglas Southgate



Department of Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics



Room 329, Agricultural Administration Building



2120 Fyffe Road



292-2432, southgate.1@osu.edu
Teaching
Kora Dabrowska (dabrowska.2@osu.edu), 247 Agr. Admin., 292-1253
Assistants
Franz Gómez (gomez-soto.1@osu.edu), 342 Agr. Admin., 292-9516

Bidisha Mandal (mandal.7@osu.edu), 344 Agr. Admin., 292-6233
Secretary
Judy Luke, Department of AED Economics


221 Agr. Admin., 292-2822, luke.23@osu.edu
Web Site
On Carmen (http://www.carmen.osu.edu), under AEDE 597.01 only.
Readings
D. Southgate, D. Graham, and L. Tweeten, The World Food Economy
(Basil Blackwell, 2006).  Chapters 2 and 9 will be posted on the class

website until October 1st or so, when the book will arrive in the OSU

Bookstore.  Other assigned readings are also on the class website.
Objectives
This course addresses population growth and the challenges it poses – in particular, the challenge of providing everyone with an adequate diet while simultaneously conserving the natural resources on which agriculture and other economic activities depend.  Since human numbers are increasing more rapidly in poor countries than anywhere else, special attention is paid to population growth and the prospects for environmentally sound agricultural development in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  The problems arising as a transition is made from communism to a market economy are examined as well since agricultural development has lagged, environmental deterioration has been pronounced, or both in many of the nations experiencing this transition.

Grading and
A midterm examination, worth 35 points, will be held on Wednesday,

Due Dates
October 25th.  A non-cumulative final, worth 45 points, will take place from 3:30 to 5:18 on Monday, December 4th.


As explained in a separate handout, three term papers, each worth 40 points, are required.  The first is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, October 18th.  The second and the third are due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, November 8th, and Wednesday, November 29th, respectively.

GEC

597.01 satisfies the tenth GEC requirement, which is a “capstone

Eligibility
experience.”  Such courses are upper-division and thematic.  In addition, they draw on multiple disciplines and enrich students’ experiences of the contemporary world.  There are two learning objectives of capstone courses:  One is that students “synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to contemporary issues.”  The main discipline drawn on in this course, which focuses on contemporary issues in the global food economy, is economics, although demography and environmental geography are used as well.  The other objective is that they “write about or conduct research on the contemporary world,” hence the three term papers required in 597.01
Policies
Due Dates.  There will be a four-points-per-weekday penalty for any paper submitted after the beginning of the class session on the due date.  No term papers will be accepted a week after the due date.

Redemption.  Either the first paper or the second, though not both, can be rewritten, with 6 points deducted from the revised paper’s score (out of 40 possible).  Rewriting the third paper will not be an option.  Revised versions of the first term paper must be submitted by the beginning of class on November 1st.  Revised second papers are due at the beginning of class on November 22nd.
Attendance.  At various times, including perhaps twice during the same class session, attendance will be taken.  Any student who is absent without an excuse (e.g., note from a medical clinic, obituary notice for a relative who has passed away, etc.) when the roll is taken on three or more occasions will have his or her class grade lowered by 20 points.  Attendance will be posted on the class web page.

Academic Misconduct.  Academic misconduct of any kind is not acceptable.  Faculty Rule 3335-5-54 mandates that “each instructor shall report to the Committee on Academic Misconduct all instances of what he or she believes may be academic misconduct.”  If you have any doubts concerning this policy, it is up to you to consult the instructor.  


Learning Disabilities.  Any student who feels he or she may need an accommodation because of disability should arrange with the instructor for a private discussion of his or her specific needs.  After this discussion, the Office of Disability Services (100 Pomerene, 292-3307) will be contacted so that suitable arrangements can be made.
Topical Outline and Reading Assignments

20-27 Sept.
Introduction.  Survey of developing and transition economies.


S-G-T, Chapters 1 and 9.

2 Oct.
Malthusian model and criticisms of same.
S-G-T, Chapter 2, section 2.1 only.
Johnson, D.G.  2000.  “Population, Food, and Knowledge” American Economic Review 90:1, pp. 1-14.

4-11 Oct.
Demand side.  Population growth and the demographic transition.  Economic progress and food consumption.  Projections of future population and food consumption.
S-G-T, Chapter 2, remaining sections.
16-23 Oct.
Supply side.  Climate and soils.  Extensification versus intensification.  Green Revolution.  Biotechnology and genetic modification.


S-G-T, Chapter 3.

23-25 Oct.
Agricultural markets and policy.  Price trends.



S-G-T, Chapter 4.

30 Oct. -
Agriculture and the environment.  Market and intervention failure.  Farmland

1 Nov.
degradation, deforestation, and other problems.  Environmental Kuznets Curve.

S-G-T, Chapter 5.

6-8 Nov.
Agriculture and international trade.  Globalization.

S-G-T, Chapter 6.

13-15 Nov.
Agriculture and economic development.


S-G-T, Chapter 7.

20-22 Nov.
Food security.  Economic development and hunger alleviation.

S-G-T, Chapter 8.

27-29 Nov.
Emerging issues.  Biotechnology.  Food safety.  The obesity epidemic.

S-G-T, Chapter 16.
